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Humanities General Education Annual Assessment Report 
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June 6, 2011 
 

I.  Introduction 
The Humanities General Education Program serves all OIT degree students, who are each 

required to take nine credits in this general education area.  The program offers courses in 

art, literature, humanities, music, philosophy, languages, and intercultural 

communication.  The program also offers a number of online courses to serve degree 

completion students as well as on-campus students. 

 

II.  Program Purpose, Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes 

The Humanities faculty reviewed the program purpose, objectives, and learning outcomes 

during the fall faculty meeting in September 2010.  The faculty reaffirmed the statements 

below: 

 

Humanities General Education Program Purpose  
The Humanities General Education Program provides for the study of fine arts, literature, 

humanities, drama, film, music, philosophy and foreign language which allows students 

the opportunity to learn specific methods for critically evaluating human values and 

conduct within historical and cultural contexts.  

 

Program Educational Objectives 

1. Foster intellectual curiosity, global knowledge, critical thinking, personal 

responsibility, and ethical and cultural awareness. 

2. Prepare students to use language effectively. 

3. Establish a framework for students to develop an aesthetic appreciation for fine 

arts. 

4. Prepare students to be responsible citizens, lifelong learners, and world-ready 

leaders in their chosen fields. 

 

Expected Program Learning Outcomes 

Graduates from this program will be able to: 

 

1. Articulate significant social, literary, and political perspectives found in 

humanities. 

2. Critically analyze ideas and cultural values that have profoundly influenced 

Western culture, using appropriate support. 

3.  Read and discuss humanistic works critically with significant reference to irony, 

symbolism, imagery, and interpretation. 

4. Identify or create key elements of individual expression within film and/or fiction 

writing. 

5. Explain how historical and social contexts influence various types of artistic 

expression. 

6. Identify and analyze universal themes reflected in the humanities. 
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III. Three-Year Cycle for Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
The faculty also confirmed the assessment cycle planned last year, as listed in Table 1 

below. 

 

Learning Outcomes                           ‘07-08    ‘08-09   ‘09-10   ‘10-11   ‘11-12   ‘12-13 

1.  Articulate significant social, 

ethical, literary, and political 

perspectives found in humanities. 

 

    X 

  

     

 

   X 

  

    

2.  Critically analyze ideas and 

cultural values that have profoundly 

influenced Western culture, using 

appropriate support. 

 

   X 

   

   X 

  

3.  Read and discuss humanistic 

works critically with significant 

reference to irony, symbolism, 

imagery, and interpretation. 

 

     

 

      

 

   X 

 

    

 

    

 

  X 

4.  Identify or create key elements of 

individual expression within art, film 

and/or fiction writing. 

  

   

 

   X 

 

    

  

  X 

5.  Explain how historical and social 

contexts influence various types of 

artistic expression. 

  

  X 

   

    

  

  X 

 

    

6.  Identify and analyze universal 

themes reflected in the humanities. 

 

    

 

 X 

  

   

 

  X 

 

Table 1. Humanities General Education Assessment Cycle 

 

IV. Assessment Activities 

 

The Humanities faculty have conducted formal assessment of two student learning 

outcomes during 2010-2011, SLO’s 1 & 2.  The Humanities faculty conducted an 

analysis of where these outcomes are reflected in the curriculum.  The mapping of these 

Humanities outcomes can be found in Appendix A, Student Learning Outcome-Course 

Matrices Tables A1 and A2.  

 

Student Learning Outcome #1: Articulate significant social, literary, and political 

perspectives found in humanities. 

 

Direct Assessment #1 

The faculty assessed this outcome in ENG 235, American Multicultural Literature, fall of 

2010, using a series of formal written responses to literature with faculty feedback.  

Sixteen students participated.  Formal analysis of the oral presentation and/or student 

essays and the course term project were used to measure student progress based on the 

three performance criteria for SLO #1.  These results are summarized in Table 2 below. 
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Performance Criteria 

 

Assessment 

Method 

 

Measurement 

Scale 

Minimum  

Acceptable 

Performance 

 

 

Results 

Articulate social 

perspectives 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

80% at 3 or 4 98% 

Articulate literary 

perspectives 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

80% at 3 or 4 89% 

Articulate political 

perspectives 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

80% at 3 or 4 89% 

Table 2 Assessment Results for SLO #1 in ENG 235, fall 2010  

 

Indirect Assessment #1: 

 

To accompany the assessment above, the faculty indirectly assessed this outcome in ENG 

235, American Multicultural Literature, fall 2010, by asking students to rate their 

proficiency on the oral presentation and/or essays, using the same rubric used by faculty 

to assess their performance.  These results are summarized in Table 3 below. 

 

 

Performance Criteria 

 

Assessment 

Method 

 

Measurement 

Scale 

Minimum  

Acceptable 

Performance 

 

 

Results 

Articulate social 

perspectives 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

80% at 3 or 4 94% 

Articulate literary 

perspectives 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

80% at 3 or 4 86% 

Articulate political 

perspectives 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

80% at 3 or 4 84% 

Table 3 Student self-assessment results for SLO #1 in ENG 235, fall 2010  

 

During the term students were assigned two major writing assignments, three shorter 

writing assignments, six presentations and quizzes, and a final exam. All assigned work 

featured extensive, sophisticated responses to a variety of short stories and a novel. The 

Performance Criteria is stressed on each of the essays, presentations, quizzes, and on the 

final exam. Students were expected to use the three perspectives to locate meaning and to 

help find their personal connections to the literature’s themes. Effective use of the 

perspectives was graded. Nearly all of the students demonstrated the ability to articulate 

the perspectives effectively enough to achieve high scores by the latter part of the term. 

 

The instructor provided examples and assignments, both essays and presentations that 

allowed students access to literary and political perspectives in literature. The small class 

size fostered appropriate individual instruction. 

 

Student confidence for their ability to articulate social perspectives was slightly lower 

(4%) than their direct assessment scores. Their confidence level with literary perspectives 

was also lower than their measured abilities (3%), and their self assessed level for 

political perspectives was 5% less than their assessed level.  



 4 

 

The Humanities & Social Sciences faculty conducted an analysis of where this outcome 

is reflected in the curriculum.  The mapping of this outcome in the Humanities courses 

can be found in Appendix A, Student Learning Outcome-Course Matrices Table A1. 

 

Student Learning Outcome #2: Critically analyze ideas and cultural values that 

have profoundly influenced Western culture, using appropriate support. 

 

Direct Assessment #1 

 

The faculty assessed this outcome in HUM 147, Introduction to the Humanities I, fall 

2010, using several different formal essays and take-home quizzes requiring critical 

analysis of ideas and cultural values that have profoundly influenced Western culture, 

including synthesis of quotations with text.  Over the course of the term, students became 

more proficient in analyzing ideas & values, also developing skills in supporting their 

conclusions with examples and quotations.  There were fifty two students enrolled in this 

course.  The minimum acceptable performance was set at 70% because student 

performance varies widely in large, lower division courses taught in an auditorium.  

 

In addition, fall term seems to have higher drop/withdrawal/failure rates in humanities 

courses. Many first-term freshmen are admitted with poor results on the reading 

placement test.  These students typically struggle in the Humanities courses primarily 

because of the difficulty of required reading assignments.  HUM 147, for example, 

requires that students understand and analyze The Iliad, The Odyssey, four Greek plays, 

the philosophical ideals of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, as well as understanding Roman 

and early Christian literature and values. 

 

These results are summarized using the performance criteria shown in Table 4 below. 

 

 

Performance Criteria 

 

Assessment 

Method 

 

Measurement 

Scale 

Minimum  

Acceptable 

Performance 

 

 

Results 

Critically analyze ideas that 

have profoundly influenced 

Western culture. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  75% 

Critically analyze cultural 

values that have profoundly 

influenced Western culture. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  73.9% 

Accurately support 

conclusions with quotes 

from the text. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  80.7% 

Table 4 Assessment Results for SLO #2, in HUM 147, fall 2010  

 

There were a wide variety of scores in assessing performance criteria for SLO #2 

primarily because of the large class size (52 students) and the diversity of both skilled 

and unskilled students.  Looking at the results, student proficiency appears to be merely 
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average.  However, there were a number of students who received perfect scores on their 

written work.  While, at the same time, there were a significant number of lower scores, 

which dramatically affected the overall results.  As mentioned below, 9% of the class 

received “D” or “F” grades at the end of the term.  It’s important to recognize that these 

students most likely did not have the reading skills to succeed in the HUM 147 course 

from the very beginning.   

 

Indirect Assessment #1: 

 

To accompany the assessment above, the faculty indirectly assessed this outcome in 

HUM 147, Introduction to the Humanities I,  fall 2010, by asking students to rate their 

proficiency on the formal essays, using the same rubric used by faculty to assess their 

performance.  These results are summarized as shown in Table 5 below. 

 

 

Performance Criteria 

 

Assessment 

Method 

 

Measurement 

Scale 

Minimum  

Acceptable 

Performance 

 

 

Results 

Critically analyze ideas that 

have profoundly influenced 

Western culture. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  89% 

Critically analyze cultural 

values that have profoundly 

influenced Western culture. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  91% 

Accurately support 

conclusions with quotes 

from the text. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  87.5% 

Table 5 Student self-assessment results for SLO #2 in HUM 147, fall 2010  

 

Student self-assessment data showed remarkably higher performance scores than actual 

assessment results (Table 4). There may be a couple of reasons for this anomaly.  First,  

the faculty recognized that many of the poorer students were simply not in class the day 

the indirect assessment measure was passed out.  As a result, scores were substantially 

better. The students attending that day clearly had a much higher level of confidence in 

their ability to critically analyze ideas and cultural values, using appropriate support.  The 

data also suggests that well prepared students (those skilled in reading and writing) felt 

they had mastered the analytical skills necessary to excel in this class. 

 

Detailed records of all assessment activities can be found in the department assessment 

coordinator’s notebook. 

 

The Humanities & Social Sciences faculty conducted an analysis of where this outcome 

is reflected in the curriculum.  The mapping of this outcome in the Humanities courses 

can be found in Appendix A, Student Learning Outcome-Course Matrices Table A2. 
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V.  Summary of Student Learning (completed after spring 2011 faculty meeting) 
 

Student Learning Outcome #1: Articulate significant social, literary, and political 

perspectives found in humanities. 

 

Strengths:  Students demonstrated satisfactory ability to articulate all three perspectives 

in the SLO. They used appropriate quotes to support their opinions and literary 

vocabulary to help find meaning.  

 

Weaknesses: While most of the students demonstrated the ability and willingness to 

articulate personal connection to literary and political perspectives, thus connecting to the 

literature’s meaning, some students (11%) failed to locate meaning beyond the 

literature’s event. No students failed the course. 

 

Actions: No further action is required. 

 

Student Learning Outcome #2: Critically analyze ideas and cultural values that 

have profoundly influenced Western culture, using appropriate support. 

 

Strengths:  Students demonstrated acceptable performance on all performance criteria 

for this SLO, including analyzing ideas and cultural values, using quotes and details from 

the text for support. 

 

Weaknesses:  Data indicates that some students were slightly less proficient in 

identifying and analyzing cultural values of the classical period. At the end of the term, 

9% of the class received “D” or “F” grades, which suggests serious problems with 

students not taking this general education course seriously.  Lack of attendance is almost 

always an indicator of poor performance. 

 

Actions:  Throughout the rest of the year the faculty will continue to concentrate more 

effort on developing skills in critical analysis, identifying cultural values and using 

quotes for support.  In addition, the instructor will make every effort to identify students 

who are failing earlier in the term, and work with them to improve performance.  As a 

last resort, the instructor will suggest that students withdraw rather than earn an “F” 

grade. 

 

VI. Changes Resulting from Assessment  

 

Closing the loop from fall, 2010, assessment, SLO # 2 

 

Student Learning Outcome #2: Critically analyze ideas and cultural values that 

have profoundly influenced Western culture, using appropriate support. 

 

Actions Proposed:  Throughout the year, the faculty will continue to concentrate more 

effort on developing skills in critical analysis, identifying cultural values and using 

quotes for support.  
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Actions Completed:  During spring term, 2011, the faculty reassessed SLO 2 in HUM 

149, Introduction to the Humanities III, developing skills in critical analysis, identifying 

cultural values and using quotes for support.  A rubric was used to determine student 

progress (exceptional – minimum acceptable performance, using a 1-4 scale % at 3 or 4).  

Overall assessment scores improved.  Student proficiency in critically analyzing ideas 

rose from 75% to 82.5%, analyzing cultural values rose from 73.9% to 75% and student 

use of appropriate support rose from 80.7 to 85%. 

 

Detailed results of this “closing-the-loop” assessment activity can be found below in 

Table 6 and also in the department assessment coordinator’s notebook. 

 

  

 

Performance Criteria 

 

Assessment 

Method 

 

Measurement 

Scale 

Minimum  

Acceptable 

Performance 

 

 

Results 

Critically analyze ideas that 

have profoundly influenced 

Western culture. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  82.5% 

Critically analyze cultural 

values that have profoundly 

influenced Western culture. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  75% 

Accurately support 

conclusions with quotes 

from the text. 

Student essay, 

rubric 

1 - 4 scale, % 

at 3 or 4 

70% at 3 or 4  

  85% 

Table 6.  Humanities SLO #2 Improvement Results Fall 2010 – Spring 2011 

 

 

Closing the loop from fall, 2009, assessment, SLO #4 

 

SLO #4:  Identify or create key elements of individual expression within film and/or 

fiction writing 

 

Actions Proposed:  After assessing ENG 456, Topics in Film, fall 2009, the faculty 

intends to reassess SLO #4, spring 2011, by emphasizing techniques for recognizing 

paradox and subtext and using them effectively in fiction writing. 

 

Actions Completed:  During spring term 2011, the faculty reassessed SLO #4, in ENG 

456, Topics in Film, establishing a special exercise to illuminate paradox and subtext 

with techniques for recognizing these elements and using them effectively in fiction 

writing. The examples worked to readily expose paradox in film.   

 

The fabric of film is woven with subtext, thus students were encouraged to locate the 

message as it repeated itself throughout the example films. Students were able to find the 

subtext once they realized and observed its repetitive nature.    
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A rubric was used to determine student progress (exceptional – minimum acceptable 

performance, using a 1-4 scale % at 3 or 4).  Overall assessment scores improved 

substantially.  Student proficiency in identifying paradox rose from 69% to 77%.  And 

student proficiency in identifying subtext rose from 82% to 100%. 

 

Detailed results of this assessment activity can be found in the department Assessment 

Coordinator’s notebook. The Humanities & Social Sciences faculty conducted an 

analysis of where this outcome is reflected in the curriculum.  The mapping of this 

outcome in the Humanities courses can be found in Appendix A, Student Learning 

Outcome-Course Matrices Table A3. 
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Appendix A 

Student Learning Outcome-Course Matrices 

 

Student Learning Outcome #1: Articulate significant social, literary, and political 

perspectives found in humanities.  Table A1 demonstrates the mapping of this 

outcome to humanities courses. 
 

Humanities Course Fall Winter Spring 

ART 207 Watercolor    

ART 207 Graphic Design    

ART 207 Digital Photography    

ART 220    

ENG 104    

ENG 105    

ENG 106    

ENG 235 X   

ENG 246    

ENG 253    

ENG 254    

ENG 255    

ENG 266   X 

ENG 367    

ENG 381 X   

ENG 387 X   

ENG 456   X 

ENG 407   X 

HUM 125    

HUM 147 X   

HUM 148  X  

HUM 149   X 

HUM 197    

MUS 207    

PHIL 331    

Table A1. Student Learning Outcome #1-Course Matrix 
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Student Learning Outcome #2: Critically analyze ideas and cultural values that 

have profoundly influenced Western culture, using appropriate support. 

Table A2 demonstrates the mapping of this outcome to humanities courses. 

 

Humanities Course Fall Winter Spring 

ART 207 Watercolor    

ART 207 Graphic Design    

ART 207 Digital Photography    

ART 220    

ENG 104    

ENG 105    

ENG 106    

ENG 235    

ENG 246    

ENG 253 X   

ENG 254  X  

ENG 255   X 

ENG 266    

ENG 367  X  

ENG 381 X   

ENG 387    

ENG 407    

ENG 456    

HUM 125    

HUM 147 X   

HUM 148  X  

HUM 149   X 

HUM 197    

MUS 207    

PHIL 331    

Table A2. Student Learning Outcome #2-Course Matrix 
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Student Learning Outcome #4: Identify or create key elements of individual 

expression within film and/or fiction writing.  Table A3 demonstrates the mapping 

of this outcome to humanities courses. 

 

Humanities Course Fall Winter Spring 

ART 207 Watercolor    

ART 207 Graphic Design    

ART 207 Digital Photography    

ART 220    

ENG 104    

ENG 105    

ENG 106    

ENG 235    

ENG 246  X  

ENG 253    

ENG 254    

ENG 255    

ENG 266   X 

ENG 367    

ENG 381    

ENG 387    

ENG 407    

ENG 456 X X X 

HUM 125    

HUM 147    

HUM 148    

HUM 149    

HUM 197    

MUS 207    

PHIL 331    

Table A3. Student Learning Outcome #4-Course Matrix 

 

 

 

May 26, 2011 


