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As a nonresident F-1 or J-1 student, you (and accompanying 

dependents) need to file forms each year with the IRS (Internal Revenue Service), 

even if you earned no income. It is your individual responsibility to understand and 

meet your tax obligations. Generally, tax returns are due every April 15 based on 

earnings from the previous year.  

While employers do deduct money from your paycheck throughout the year 

and send it to the IRS, it may not equal the exact amount owed at the end of the 

year. If too much was deducted, you may be eligible for a refund. Alternatively, 

perhaps not enough was deducted, and you will owe more.  

Sources of U.S. income may include on-campus employment, scholarships, 

graduate assistantships, practical and academic training, and any compensation 

received for labor. International students do not have to pay taxes on interest paid 

to them by U.S. banks. 

Note that “income” is not limited to wages paid in cash, but also includes 

that portion of scholarships, fellowships, assistantships that is applied to housing 

and meal expenses. The portion applied to tuition fees, books, supplies is not 

counted as income. Be sure to inquire about the applicability of any tax treaty that 

might exist between a students’ home country and the United States. 

Which form to file?  

Your individual situation determines which form(s) to file. Forms come with 

instructions. 



 If you received no U.S. source income in the tax year and you are a 

nonresident alien for tax purposes, you must file Form 8843  

  If you received wages or taxable scholarships from U.S. sources and you are 

a nonresident alien for tax purposes, you must file Form 

8843 AND 1040NR-EZ or 1040NR. Form 1040NR-EZ is shorter and 

limited to specific situations, while the Form 1040NR accommodates all 

types of income. You must determine whether Form 1040NR-EZ or 1040NR 

better fits your tax situation. You can use the 1040NR-EZ if all the 

following conditions are met: 

o You do not claim any dependents. 

o You cannot be claimed as a dependent on someone else's U.S. tax 

return. 

o If you were married, you do not claim an exemption for your spouse. 

o Your taxable income is less than $100,000. 

o You are not claiming any itemized deductions (other than for state and 

local income taxes). 

o Your only U.S. source income is from wages, salaries, tips, taxable 

refunds of state and local income taxes, and scholarship or fellowship 

grants. (If you had taxable interest or dividend income, you must use 

Form 1040NR instead of 1040NR-EZ.) 

o The only adjustments to income you can claim are the exclusion for 

scholarship and fellowship grants or the student loan interest 

deduction. 

o You are not claiming any credits. 

o The only taxes you owe are the income tax from the Tax Table and/or 

unreported Social Security and Medicare tax from Forms 4137 or 

8919. 

o You are not claiming a credit for excess Social Security and tier 1 

RRTA tax withheld. 

http://www.irs.gov/publications/p519/ch07.html#d0e7781


o This is not an "expatriation return." See instructions for Form 1040NR 

for more information. 

o If you do not meet all of the above conditions, you must file Form 

1040NR. 
 If you are considered a resident for tax purposes, you will be taxed like a 

U.S. citizen and will file a 1040EZ or 1040 instead of the 1040NR. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

About form 8843 

Who Must File Form 8843? 

All nonresident aliens present in the U.S. under F-1, F-2, J-1, or J-2 nonimmigrant 

status must file Form 8843 "Statement for Exempt Individuals and Individuals With a Medical 

Condition"—even if they received NO income during the tax year. Form 8843 must be filed if an 

individual is: 

 present in the U.S. during 2014 

 a nonresident alien 

 present in the U.S. under F-1, F-2, J-1, or J-2 status 

If an individual meets all three qualifications above, the individual must file Form 8843, 

regardless of the individual's age and even if the individual is not required to file a U.S. income 

tax return (Form 1040NR or Form 1040NR-EZ). 

What is Form 8843? 

Form 8843 is not an income tax return. Form 8843 is merely an informational statement 

required by the U.S. government for certain nonresident aliens (including the spouses or 

dependents of nonresident aliens). 

Do I Need a Social Security Number or Individual Taxpayer 

Identification Number to File Form 8843? 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf


Generally, no. Nonresident aliens who are not required to file an income tax return (Form 

1040NR or Form 1040NR-EZ), but who are required to file Form 8843, do not need to apply for 

a Social Security number (SSN) or an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN). If, 

however, an SSN/ITIN has been assigned, the number must be included on Form 8843. 

An exception to this rule is for individuals who are eligible to be claimed as dependents on a 

U.S. income tax return. Such individuals must have an SSN/ITIN. Only nonresident aliens from 

a very limited number of countries may claim an exemption for their dependents on their U.S. 

income tax return (Form 1040NR). In such a case, any dependent who is claimed must have a 

SSN/ITIN. An exemption for spouse and/or dependents is only applicable if the country of tax 

residence is: 

 American Samoa 

 Canada 

 Korea 

 Mexico 

 Northern Mariana Islands 

 India (applicable only to F-1 and J-1 students) 

How Do I Submit Form 8843? 

 If you are required to file an income tax return (Form 1040NR/1040NR-EZ), attach Form 

8843 to the back of the tax return. 

 If Form 8843 is for a spouse or dependent eligible to be claimed as a dependent on a 

federal tax return, Form 8843 must be attached to the back of the tax return on which they 

are claimed. 

 If Form 8843 is not filed in connection with a federal tax return, the form must be sent to 

Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service Center, Austin, TX 73301-

0215 and is due by April 15. Please note that each individual who files Form 8843 must 

send the form separately from any other form or anyone else's forms. 
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